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affection upon her, and to accept her hand in
marriage. But Kacha, regarding their relation-
ship as one which made marriage impossible,
exhorted her thus:
11 0 thou of virtuous vows, do not urge me to
such a sinful course ! 0 thou of fair eyebrows,
be kind unto me ! Beautiful one, thou art dearer
to me than my preceptor, but the place where
thou hast resided in the holy body of Sukra hath
also been iny abode ! Thou art truly my sister ;
therefore, 0 slender-waisted one, do not speak
thus I Loving one, happily have wd* passed the
days that we have been together. There is
perfect sympathy between us. I ask thy leave
to return to my abode. Therefore bless me, so
that my journey may be safe/*
Devajani, finding her entreaties useless, cursed
Kacha, saying : " Since thou dost refuse to make
me thy wife when I implore thee, O Kacha, this
knowledge thou hast gained shall bear no frait/*
But Kacha replied:
'* Curse me, if it please thee. I have told thee
the duty of Rishis. I do not deserve thy curse,
O Devajani, but yet thou hast cursed me. Since
thou hast done this from passion, not from a sense
of duty, thy desire shall not be fiilfiUed. No
Rishi's son shall ever take thy hand in marriage.
Thou hast said that my knowledge shall not bear
fruit. Let it be so! Bid in him it s&nH bmr/mii
io whom I shall impart it."9